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EXTENSION FOR TEACHERS 
 
 
THE TWITTER CHALLENGE – After every section below 
on the Curriculum Guide, have students capture their 
writing on a graphic organizer and include an original 
piece of art –  
 
 
THEN take a picture of student work (do not include 
student full names and do not include photos of 
students if you do not have a media release from 
parents) and post a Tweet. 
 
 
Post your Tweet to @Horton_David_DH and use 
#PepperBook  
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Act 1 – 1st half – Chapters 1-7 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 7 - This chapter is the “catalyst” chapter.  This is where some action takes place that 
moves the story in a new direction. 
 
What is the action catalyst (something she wonders) in Chapter 7?  
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
As you read Pepper – who is narrating the story?  How do you know? 
 
Who are the most important characters in Pepper’s life?  As you read Chapter’s 1-7 pay close 
attention to the different characters who are part of Pepper’s world.  
 
Also – read carefully as you listen to how Pepper learns.  How do you know she is growing and 
becoming more experienced? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
The action in Chapter 7 is also a foreshadowing of a future event in her life.  What do you think 
this foreshadowing could be?  What predictions can you make about this?  What might 
happen?  Why? 
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Act 1 – 2nd half – Chapters 8-15 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 15 is the climax of Act 1 – There is a major turn in the story in this chapter.  Why is it 
such a major turn? 
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
How does The Man With The Grey Fishing Hat build a relationship with Patsy and Pepper? 
 
What new characters are in Pepper’s world?  How does her interaction change and become 
more complex as she gets older with these characters? 
 
What does Patsy tell Pepper that people usually bring before they go for a ride? 
 
How do the Owner and the Man with the Grey Fishing Hat get Patsy and Pepper into the 
trailer? 
 
What is the first thing Pepper remembers that Patsy taught her to do? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
How does Pepper feel during her first evening and night in her new home? 
 
How would you feel if you were Pepper?  Have you ever gone somewhere new or stayed 
overnight in a new or strange place?  How did you feel?   Give reasons why Pepper might be 
nervous or scared to be alone? 
 
 
 
  



Pepper - Curriculum Guide 

Pepper Curriculum Guide 
Copyright © 2015 by David Horton and Richard Horton  
All rights reserved.  

Act 2 – 1st half – Chapters 16-32 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 32 - This chapter represents the dramatic “midpoint” of Act 2 and is the “middle” of 
the story. 
 
Is this a positive point of the story for Pepper or a negative point? 
 
How is she feeling?  What does she describe about her life that gives you the clues about her 
assessment of things?  What about her actions in previous chapters led her to this point?  How 
does she view her Dear Friend and the work and training they do together?   
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
As you read Chapters 16 – 32 take special note of the things Pepper learns and how she feels 
about her learning. 
 
Also, pay special attention to Pepper’s relationship with Blue.  How do you know they are 
becoming very good friends? 
 
Blue learns Pepper’s name – Blue shares about the town – Blue shares about one person in 
particular that causes him some concern – who is it?  And why might a dog be nervous about a 
person in the town?   
 
Blue and Pepper talk about College – what do they talk about and what does College mean to 
them?  Pepper is proud that she “went” to college.  Did she really go anywhere?  Why did she 
feel this way? 
 
Blue and Pepper talk about missing their mothers.  What emotion do they think this feeling is?  
Blue makes an important statement about how love is earned.  What did he say and what does 
that mean?  Do you agree with Blue?  Why or why not? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
Can you describe the characters at this point of the story?  How are they doing?  How are they 
feeling?  How does Pepper interact with them? 
 
Dear Friend?  Janice?  Doug?  Blue?  Roddy?  Erin? 
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Act 2 – 2nd half (Part 1) – Chapters 33-37 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 37 is a major turn in the story.  What is the dramatic turn and why do you think it is so 
critical? 
 
How does Pepper react to this news?  How does she feel?  How does she try to cope with the 
regular things in her life? 
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
How has Pepper’s learning gotten better and deeper in this section of the story?  What 
evidence do you have to support your claim? 
 
How do you know Pepper’s relationship with her Dear Friend continues to deepen? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
Have you ever had a pet or animal that you watched get older and smarter and become a very 
important part of your family/home life?  Why do animals create this kind of bond and reaction 
with their human companions? 
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Act 2 – 2nd half (Part 2) – Chapters 38-42 
 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 42 is the most significant turn in the drama of this story.  What happens in this chapter 
that makes it so significant?  Is this a high point or a low point for Pepper?  How do you know? 
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
What things happen to Pepper from Chapters 38-41 that signal that something very important 
is about to happen to Pepper and those in her world? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
Why does the “hurry” and “shortness” of Chapter 42 create a sense of anxiety?  What might 
that signal about the action that will follow? 
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Act 3 – 1st half – Chapters 43-50 
 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
Chapter 50 marks a crucial turn in the action of Act 3.  What is the major question that has been 
set up that now must be answered by the end of Act 3?  Are there other key questions you can 
think of that are unresolved? 
 
Chapter 43 brings a change in narrator.  Who is now telling the story through their point of 
view?   
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
What are the significant events and reactions that the Dear Friend goes through in his life?  Do 
you think his is a typical response?  Have you known anyone in your family who lived through 
something like this?  How did they respond? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
Where is Pepper during this part of Act 3?  How do you think she is feeling?  What questions 
must be going through her mind?  How would you feel if you were Pepper? 
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Act 3 – 2nd half – Chapters 51-57 
 
 
THE BIG IDEA 
 
The Dear Friend is in deep trouble.  Describe his condition:  emotionally, mentally, and 
physically.   What are the possible conclusions for him if things don’t change? 
 
Erin and Doug have one final idea before all is lost.  What is their idea? 
 
 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS 
 
Chapter 51 begins with the weather outside and the season.  Why is this imagery used?  What 
is the tone of the story at this point?  How are the characters feeling and how do you know? 
 
 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING 
 
Why do relationships matter so much to humans (human to human and human to animal)?  Do 
you think it is reasonable that a bond like this could literally save someone’s life?  Why or why 
not? 
 
 


