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Pepper has a Lexile Score of 
680 making it perfect for 

most 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders 
 
 
 

EXTENSION FOR TEACHERS 
 

THE TWITTER CHALLENGE – After every 
section below on the Curriculum Guide, have 
students capture their writing on a graphic 
organizer and include an original piece of art – 

 
THEN take a picture of student work (do not 
include student full names and do not include 
photos of students if you do not have a media 
release from parents) and post a Tweet. 

 
Post your Tweet to @Horton_David_DH and use 
#PepperBook 



Pepper – For Teachers and Educators - A Curriculum Guide 

David has created a Curriculum Guide and Questions for use in classrooms to 
support students in reading, thinking, and writing about Pepper. 

 
Act 1 – 1st half – Chapters 1-7 

THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 7 - This chapter is the “catalyst” chapter. This is 
where some action takes place that moves the story in a new direction. What 
is the action catalyst (something she wonders) in Chapter 7? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - As you read Pepper – who is narrating the 
story? How do you know? Who are the most important characters in 
Pepper’s life? As you read Chapter’s 1-7 pay close attention to the different 
characters who are part of Pepper’s world. Also – read carefully as you listen 
to how Pepper learns. How do you know she is growing and becoming more 
experienced? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - The action in Chapter 7 is 
also a foreshadowing of a future event in her life. What do you think this 
foreshadowing could be? What predictions can you make about this? What 
might happen? Why? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that shows 
what this section of the book makes you think about or how it makes you feel? 

 

Act 1 – 2nd half – Chapters 8-15 

THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 15 is the climax of Act 1 – There is a major turn in 
the story in this chapter. Why is it such a major turn? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - How does The Man With The Grey Fishing 
Hat build a relationship with Patsy and Pepper? What new characters are in 
Pepper’s world? How does her interaction change and become more complex 
as she gets older with these characters? What does Patsy tell Pepper that 
people usually bring before they go for a ride? How do the Owner and the 
Man with the Grey Fishing Hat get Patsy and Pepper into the trailer? What is 
the first thing Pepper remembers that Patsy taught her to do? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - How does Pepper feel 
during her first evening and night in her new home? How would you feel if 
you were Pepper? Have you ever gone somewhere new or stayed overnight in 
a new or strange place? How did you feel? Give reasons why Pepper might 
be nervous or scared to be alone? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that shows 
what this section of the book makes you think about or how it makes you feel? 



 
 

Act 2 – 1st half - Chapters 16-32 
 

THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 32 - This chapter represents the dramatic “midpoint” 
of Act 2 and is the “middle” of the story. Is this a positive point of the story for 
Pepper or a negative point? How is she feeling? What does she describe about 
her life that gives you the clues about her assessment of things? What about her 
actions in previous chapters led her to this point? How does she view her Dear 
Friend and the work and training they do together? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - As you read Chapters 16 – 32 take special note of 
the things Pepper learns and how she feels about her learning. Also, pay special 
attention to Pepper’s relationship with Blue. How do you know they are 
becoming very good friends? Blue learns Pepper’s name – Blue shares about the 
town – Blue shares about one person in particular that causes him some concern – 
who is it? And why might a dog be nervous about a person in the town? 
Blue and Pepper talk about College – what do they talk about and what does 
College mean to them? Pepper is proud that she “went” to college. Did she really 
go anywhere? Why did she feel this way? Blue and Pepper talk about missing 
their mothers. What emotion do they think this feeling is? Blue makes an 
important statement about how love is earned. What did he say and what does that 
mean? Do you agree with Blue? Why or why not? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - Can you describe the 
characters at this point of the story? How are they doing? How are they feeling? 
How does Pepper interact with them - Dear Friend? Janice? Doug? Blue? Roddy? 
Erin? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that shows what 
this section of the book makes you think about or how it makes you feel? 

 
 

Act 2 - 2nd Half (Part 1) – Chapters 33-37 
 

THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 37 is a major turn in the story. What is the dramatic 
turn and why do you think it is so critical? How does Pepper react to this news? 
How does she feel? How does she try to cope with the regular things in her life? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - How has Pepper’s learning gotten better and 
deeper in this section of the story? What evidence do you have to support your 
claim? How do you know Pepper’s relationship with her Dear Friend continues to 
deepen? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - Have you ever had a pet or 
animal that you watched get older and smarter and become a very important part 
of your family/home life? Why do animals create this kind of bond and reaction 
with their human companions? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that shows what 
this section of the book makes you think about or how it makes you feel? 



Act 2 - 2nd Half (Part 2) – Chapters 38-42 
 

THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 42 is the most significant turn in the drama of 
this story. What happens in this chapter that makes it so significant? Is 
this a high point or a low point for Pepper? How do you know? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - What things happen to Pepper from 
Chapters 38-41 that signal that something very important is about to 
happen to Pepper and those in her world? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - Why does the 
“hurry” and “shortness” of Chapter 42 create a sense of anxiety? What 
might that signal about the action that will follow? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that 
shows what this section of the book makes you think about or how it 
makes you feel? 

 
Act 3 – 1st Half – Chapters 43-50 

 
THE BIG IDEA - Chapter 50 marks a crucial turn in the action of Act 3. 
What is the major question that has been set up that now must be 
answered by the end of Act 3? Are there other key questions you can 
think of that are unresolved? Chapter 43 brings a change in narrator. 
Who is now telling the story through their point of view? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - What are the significant events and 
reactions that the Dear Friend goes through in his life? Do you think his is 
a typical response? Have you known anyone in your family who lived 
through something like this? How did they respond? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - Where is Pepper 
during this part of Act 3? How do you think she is feeling? What 
questions must be going through her mind? How would you feel if you 
were Pepper? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that 
shows what this section of the book makes you think about or how it 
makes you feel? 

 
Act 3 - 2nd Half – Chapters 51-57 

 
THE BIG IDEA - The Dear Friend is in deep trouble. Describe his 
condition: emotionally, mentally, and physically. What are the possible 
conclusions for him if things don’t change? Erin and Doug have one final 
idea before all is lost. What is their idea? 
KEY SUPPORTING IDEAS - Chapter 51 begins with the weather 
outside and the season. Why is this imagery used? What is the tone of the 
story at this point? How are the characters feeling and how do you know? 
DEEPER DISCUSSION – DEEPER WRITING - Why do 
relationships matter so much to humans (human to human and human to 
animal)? Do you think it is reasonable that a bond like this could literally 
save someone’s life? Why or why not? 
ORIGINAL ART – For students – Can you create a piece of art that 
shows how this section of the book makes you feel? 
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Born 
 
 
 

Patsy remembered it all clearly. One morning in early April, 

the Owner had put Patsy in the big warm shed where it would be 

good to deliver the colt. Clean straw was on the floor. Patsy told 

me that everyone had anxiously waited for the time when she would 

have her colt. Patsy said that she had been practicing talking softly 

like she would to her new colt. She said that the Owner had been 

the most excited and nervous. Patsy told me that he had come 

every day to check on her. The colt would be born. 

Patsy said she had been restless all through the night before 

I was born. The Owner could tell it would be very soon so he 

stayed with Patsy. Patsy said she had turned around and around in 

the shed. Finally she had become too uncomfortable to stand. She 

had to lie down. Lying down felt a little better, but it wasn’t long 

before I was ready to be born. It was early in the evening when I 

was born. Patsy and the Owner had been waiting all day. Patsy 

said the Owner was very pleased with me, his new colt. 
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First Day 
 
 
 

I am a steel-grey colt. My mother Patsy is all white. She is a 

big strong cow pony. Patsy told me that my father Ebony is all 

black. I never met Ebony. Patsy said he is a tall and very fast 

racehorse. Having Patsy and Ebony for parents promises that I will 

be a tall, strong and fast cow pony when I am big. Lots of the 

ranchers want Ebony to be the father of their colts. 

Being born was very tiring for me, and Patsy said she was 

very tired too. I was wet and cold. I wanted to go to sleep but 

Patsy knew it was important for me to stand up and drink some of 

her warm milk. She nudged me with her nose until I struggled and 

finally stood up. I didn’t know much about standing and my long 

legs wobbled until I fell down. I just wanted to sleep. 

Patsy was even more determined that I should stand up and 

drink some warm milk before I went to sleep. She nudged me again 

until I got up on my feet. I was very shaky and fell down again. 

Patsy nudged me and nudged me to make sure I didn’t go to sleep. 
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It was very hard but I was able to get up again. This time I spread 

my legs apart to keep from falling. 

Patsy was a good mother. She carefully turned me around 

and helped me find her milk. It was very sweet and I drank until I 

was tired. When I lay down this time, Patsy licked my hair until it 

was clean and dry. My silver grey color could be seen now. The 

Owner said it was beautiful. I guess I went to sleep while Patsy was 

licking me because I don’t remember when she stopped. 

I must have slept a long time because I was really hungry 

when I woke up. Patsy nudged me again and I remembered the 

milk. It was hard to stand up again but I finally got up. Patsy 

guided me and I found her milk. It was so good and this time I 

drank until I was full. Now I wanted to sleep even more. I lay 

down again. 

My first day I spent really doing nothing more than eating 

and sleeping. Patsy told me eating and sleeping a lot would help me 

grow. I was already feeling stronger because it was much easier to 

get up. Patsy told me getting up and down would make my muscles 

stronger. She said that I had to keep practicing getting up and 
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standing. She said the more I did it the less I would have to spread 

my legs to keep my balance. I guess it is something that just 

happens to horses. 

My first day was not too exciting, I guess. The Owner and 

Patsy seemed to like it that way. They both seemed very happy that 

I could eat, sleep and stand. It was a lot of work to eat and stand. 

These things made me very tired. I remember Patsy licking me over 

and over as I slept. This made me feel very relaxed. I could tell she 

was a good mother and that she loved me already. I felt lucky to 

have Patsy. 
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My First Home 
 
 
 

My first home is a small corral with more corrals around it. 

There are many other horses in these corrals. They look very big to 

me and I am happy to have Patsy to keep me safe. Our corral has a 

very high fence around it and we are the only ones who live in it. 

I like our corral home and all the things I am learning. My 

life is wonderful and I am happy. I can tell that Patsy loves me 

because she lets me drink milk anytime I want. Taking a nap after 

eating is one of the things I like best. Patsy must be a good mother 

because she lets me eat and sleep so much. 

Patsy takes time to tell me about every new thing I see in 

our corral. She walks fast and I have to hurry when I follow her. 

My legs are almost as long as Patsy’s but they don’t know how to 

walk so fast. It is fun to learn about new things. Some things I can 

learn about just by smelling them, and other things I have to touch 

with my nose to discover what they are. I have even tasted some 
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things to learn about them. Most things don’t taste good and 

sometimes they leave a bad taste in my mouth. 

I watch Patsy and she only tastes three things in our corral. 
 
One is the big rock in the white bucket. She licks it almost 

everyday. She says it is called rock salt and the Owner puts it in the 

corral because horses need more salt than they get eating hay. The 

second thing she tastes is her hay, and the third thing she tastes is 

the water in the small tank. 

I tasted the rock salt. It really isn’t very good. Patsy eats 

lots of hay but it doesn’t taste very good to me, and besides it’s hard 

to chew. The water is always too cold for me. These three things 

must be just for big horses. 

The sun must be my friend because it makes me feel so 

good when I nap. Patsy said the sun would get hotter because the 

days get longer when summer comes. She showed me the small 

shed and told me it was a place to come when the sun was too hot. 

She said it also was a good place to come when it rains or snows. 

I didn’t know about snow and rain so I asked Patsy what 

they were. She said rain is water that comes from the sky to help 
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plants grow during the summer. Snow falls from the sky in the 

winter when it is cold. The rain freezes in the winter and becomes 

snowflakes. The snowflakes that fall in the mountains stay all 

winter, and when it gets warmer they melt and turn into water. 

Then the water comes down from the mountains to help the hay 

grow. This is the water we drink. 

The Owner puts Patsy’s hay in a big box called a manger. 

The hay has seeds on it and every day some small grey birds come 

to the manger to eat the seeds. They scratch in the hay so the seeds 

will fall off and they can pick them up. Patsy says these little birds 

are called sparrows. Some other birds come to our corral every day 

and hop around on the ground catching bugs. Patsy calls them 

starlings. They are black and have a yellow bill. They are twice as 

big as the sparrows. 

I like the birds. I watch for them to come every day. I 

think we are good friends. They let me smell them with my nose. 

They are not afraid of me and sometimes they even ride on my 

back. They are very busy as they search for food. Sometimes the 

starlings chase grasshoppers and other flying bugs. They don’t 

always catch them but it looks like great fun to chase them. While 
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they eat they often look up to be sure they are not in danger. If 

they see something they aren’t sure about, they fly up on the fence 

or a high wire until they feel safe again. We have lots of fun 

together and I am happy they come every day. 

I can get up without too much trouble now and I am not 

worried about falling so much any more. I like to watch the big 

horses in the other corrals when they run and do other exciting 

things. I wish I could run, jump and kick up my back feet like they 

do. It looks really hard. I told Patsy that I wanted to learn how to 

run and jump and kick up my back feet like the big horses. She said 

when I grow bigger I will be able to do those things. 

I was following Patsy one day and tried running a little bit. 
 
Patsy seemed pleased that I was trying to run and said if I keep 

trying I will soon be able to do it. My legs were stronger and didn’t 

wobble very much now. Even though I didn’t run very well I didn’t 

fall down. I tried running every day. The more I practiced the 

better I could run. 

I tried jumping like the big horses and Patsy said this was 

called bucking. She said this is how big horses get their exercise. I 
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really liked how exciting it was to do this exercise so I practiced 

everyday. Running soon became much easier and running faster 

and faster was lots of fun. I run all around our corral and 

sometimes Patsy runs with me. Running with Patsy is my favorite 

game. We have races to see who can run the fastest. Sometimes 

Patsy lets me win. I feel almost like I don’t even touch the ground 

when I run really fast. Sometimes I almost run into the fence 

before I can stop. 

Patsy tries to help me learn about everything. She even tells 

me about things we can see that are not in our corral. She showed 

me the trees and told me those little green things growing on the 

limbs are leaves. She said before snow comes for winter, all the 

leaves will die and fall off the trees. In the spring when it gets warm 

again, like it is now, new leaves will grow again. 

She told me that most animal babies are born in the spring, 

just like me. She also told me that baby birds hatch in the spring. 

She was sure the sparrows and starlings have new babies in a nest 

someplace close by. We talked about many things that grow in the 

spring and summer, like hay, but don’t grow in the winter. We 

talked about how the sun shines in the daytime and the moon and 
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stars shine at night. I think Patsy must know everything. I hope I 

can learn all the things Patsy knows. 

The Owner feeds all the horses hay everyday. He brings it 

in the back of his truck. He also brings something in a pan for 

Patsy. I can tell Patsy feels this is a special treat. She goes right 

over to eat what is in the pan when he comes. I wanted to know 

what was in the pan so I put my nose in the pan. It had a new and 

different smell and when I touched it with my nose it was like tiny 

rocks. I think I will just be happy with my milk. 
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The Trailer and The Halter 
 
 
 

One day the Owner came in a different looking truck. It 

had a fence all around with a roof on top, like our shed, and a gate 

in the back. Patsy called it a trailer. The Owner came over to Patsy 

and put something on her head with a rope tied to it. Patsy told me 

it is a halter. “When you grow big,” Patsy said, “You’ll have a halter 

too.” The Owner held the rope and Patsy followed him into the 

trailer. I was afraid I might get separated from Patsy so I hustled 

and jumped into the trailer too. The trailer floor was slick and I 

almost fell down. I didn’t know about this and I was really worried. 

I asked Patsy what was happening and she said we were 

going for a ride. The Owner closed the gate and I had my first 

adventure. In the trailer, Patsy told about her adventures. I loved 

to hear about Patsy’s adventures. 

I especially like it when Patsy tells me about her adventure 

with the Owner to work the cows. Patsy tells me that the Owner 

uses her for long trail drives to the summer ranges. He also takes 
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her to gather cows in the fall. Most of these areas are rough and 

dangerous, so Patsy is chosen for this work because she has had lots 

of experience gathering cows from the range. She helps gather 

cows from the Cinder Flats north of Cunningham Ranch, the Great 

Valley between the Little Bald Hills and the Mineral Mountains. It 

is covered with thick patches of scrub oak, near the Big Cedar 

Grove surrounding Pinnacle Pass and the High Bear Skin 

Mountain. 

In late summer, all of the cows are gathered from the South 

Hills. The South Hills are covered with sagebrush and some scrub 

oak but very few trees. The watering ponds dry up on top of this 

mountain in late summer, and the cows are brought home to the 

pastures. These rides to gather cows from range areas require a 

strong and well-trained horse. This is what Patsy was trained to do 

and she does it very well. Patsy must be the Owner’s favorite 

because he takes her on all of these important rides. 

Patsy said many ranchers come to get colts from Ebony 

because he is tall and very fast. She said ranchers need big fast 

horses when they work with the cows. Horses travel long distances 
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when they gather the cows from the summer ranges and must work 

hard on long days. 

I love it when Patsy tells me about my grandfather. Patsy is 

especially proud of him. His name is Native Dancer. She told me 

he is a beautiful silver-grey color. He is listed with the famous 

thoroughbred racehorse stallions. He missed winning the famous 

horse race, the Kentucky Derby, by less than the length of my tail. 

Since that race, trainers and owners have paid lots of money to get 

colts by Native Dancer. His sons and grandsons have won the 

Kentucky Derby. 

Patsy talks about the kind of horses owners needed for the 

long hard days of trail driving and the weeks spent gathering cows 

from very rough summer ranges. I learned that owners want colts 

from the best stallions so they can train them to do all the things 

that good cow ponies must do. 

The trailer bounced a lot while we were riding, and it was 

hard for me to stand up. I stayed right next to Patsy so I could lean 

on her when the trailer bounced or turned a corner. I could tell 

Patsy was not afraid. She said she had gone for many rides in 
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trailers. Patsy told me that owners use trailers to move their horses 

from corrals to where they are going to ride them. She said that I 

would ride in trailers many times when I was grown up. Even 

though I was nervous about the trailer and the halter that Patsy 

wore, I was excited to do what the big horses do. I felt so grown 

up. I wondered about Patsy’s stories about the wilderness and the 

strange places where horses go to do their work. She said so many 

things that I just don’t know about. I wish I knew what these 

things were. But, for today, I’m so glad that I have Patsy and that 

she is such a good mother. She teaches me so much and she is so 

kind to me. 
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The Pasture 
 
 
 

Finally, our ride in the trailer came to an end. I felt a little 

bit sick in my stomach from the ride. Patsy said that was normal 

when you’re a baby. Once I can look out the window, she said, I 

won’t feel sick because I will be able to see where we’re going. It 

seemed a long time before the Owner opened the gate. Patsy 

stepped out of the trailer. I jumped out too. I wasn’t so sure that I 

liked the bouncy trailer. 

When the Owner took the halter off Patsy’s head, she 

turned and trotted out through the brush. I didn’t know how to 

feel about this new place, so I stayed right by Patsy’s side. She 

stopped to eat something on the ground. She took a few more 

steps and stopped to eat again. She told me she was eating grass. 

She said she liked grass because it was fresh and juicy. She thought 

I would like it too and that I should taste it. I did. It was fresh and 

not dry like hay, but it still was not as good as milk. 



16  

After a few minutes Patsy lifted her head and listened, then 

smelled the air. Then she started to run. I thought she was playing, 

so I followed her. She ran over a little hill and down the other side 

right into some water. It was the most water I had ever seen. It 

went so far I couldn’t see the end in both directions. Patsy put her 

head down and took a long drink. When she raised her head she 

made a loud funny noise with her nose and mouth. She drank 

some more then raised her head and made the funny noise again. 

This was a new noise. I tried to make the noise but I couldn’t. I 

decided it must be the water that helps make the noise so I stuck 

my nose into the water. WOW! Was it ever cold! I quickly pulled 

my nose out of the water and shook my head. 

It tasted like the water in the corral but was much colder. I 

tried it again more carefully. I drank a little, then raised my head 

and tried to make the loud noise with my nose and mouth. It was a 

little bit like Patsy’s noise but not very loud. It was fun and I tried it 

again. The noise was louder, and I did it a few more times until I 

liked how it sounded. Patsy was pleased to see me learn something 

new. 
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I told Patsy how cold the water was on my feet and legs. 

She told me this water is called a river and comes from the snow 

that melts in the mountain. It was far too cold for me and I was 

happy to follow Patsy when she went back to eat more grass. I 

drank some milk while she ate grass. I lay down by a big brush to 

take a nap in the warm sun. 

When I woke up and looked around I couldn’t see Patsy, 

and I was afraid they had taken her away and left me alone in this 

big place. I looked all around and smelled the air. I listened for a 

long time like Patsy does. I still could not tell where she was. I was 

very worried. Then I saw her head as she raised it above the high 

brush where she had been eating grass. I was so happy to see her. 

I ran to her. 
 

I rubbed along her side, under her neck, along her other 

side and around behind her. I rubbed her all the time. I drank 

some milk. Milk always makes every thing wonderful. I stayed 

close to her for a long time. Patsy knew I was worried and she 

nuzzled me softly to assure me everything was all right. I relaxed 

and she told me she would not leave me alone. She said this big 

place is called a pasture and has a fence all the way around. It is 
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only for animals that belong to the Owner. She told me we were 

safe in the pasture and I shouldn’t worry. Patsy said owners put 

their animals in pastures so they can eat and take care of 

themselves. This pasture is much bigger than our corral. 

I felt so happy in our new home. The corral was good, but 

I could tell already this place was going to be more fun. Patsy told 

me I could look around and do things but to always keep an eye out 

for her. I felt like a big horse. I could walk around and look at 

things. I could smell things. I didn’t even need Patsy to be right by 

my side. I could tell I was going to like my new home. I even 

thought I might love it.




